
Subject: Hassan Diab, Canadian Citizen Unjustly Imprisoned in France 
 
Dear ________________, 
 
I am writing to you about the case of Dr. Hassan Diab, a Canadian citizen and sociology professor who was 
extradited from Canada to France in a case widely viewed as a wrongful conviction in the making. Since 2014, 
Hassan has been detained in France in a segregated unit, with only two hours per day out of his cell. 
 
I urge you to raise Dr. Diab’s case with the French authorities. Dr. Diab must be released from prison as soon as 
possible and allowed to return to his home and family in Canada. At the very least, Dr. Hassan Diab must be 
granted bail as a French investigative judge has ordered. 
 
Dr. Diab was extradited based solely on a widely discredited handwriting report that the Canadian extradition 
judge described as “illogical”, “very problematic”, “convoluted” and “suspect”. The judge noted that the low 
threshold for evidence under Canada’s extradition law compelled him to order Dr. Diab’s extradition. 
  
In 2016, a French investigative judge found “consistent evidence” supporting Dr. Diab’s innocence, concluding 
that Hassan could not have been in Paris at the time of the 1980 bombing for which he is under investigation. In 
May and again in October 2016, the French investigative judge ordered Dr. Diab’s release on bail, finding no 
grounds for his further detention. The French Court of Appeal unfortunately overturned the release orders due to 
the political climate in France, and Dr. Diab remains imprisoned to this day.  
 
The case against Dr. Diab is anchored in intelligence from unknown sources. Reliance on such intelligence is 
deeply troubling because there is no way to challenge it or know the circumstances under which it was obtained. 
There is a real risk that the intelligence may be the product of torture. The intelligence was withdrawn from the 
extradition proceedings in Canada in recognition of its extremely problematic nature. However, the intelligence 
remains in the dossier in France. 
 
Mr. Don Bayne, Hassan’s lawyer in Canada, stated: “The evidence in Dr. Diab’s case was shown to be so unreliable 
that this innocent Canadian never should have been extradited. Yet he was, and despite even more evidence of Dr. 
Diab’s innocence, he remains locked up in a French prison on a path to a wrongful conviction.” 
 
Counting from the time of his arrest in Canada in November 2008, Hassan has now been under house arrest or 
detention for over eight years. This is totally contrary to Articles 7, 9, 10, 11, and 12 of the Canadian Charter, and 
to Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, ratified by both Canada and France.  
 
We urge you to take the necessary steps to stop this grave injustice and bring Dr. Hassan Diab back to his home 
and family in Canada. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Name 
Address 
Phone number 
 
 


